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 Mr. Ronnie Cabbage formally retired 
as principal of Grainger High School, passing 
the position on to former Assistant Principal 
Mark Briscoe. Mr. Briscoe says that taking on 
the role of principal was a great opportunity. 
After seventeen years of coaching, the change 
of atmosphere was welcomed. His greatest 
goal is to foster a climate where students and 
staff are able to work together and realize that 
teamwork is a crucial part of the school’s suc-
cess.
 Currently, the most apparent change 
since the switch in administration has been the 
addition of permanent homeroom. Mr. Briscoe 
says homeroom gives students needed down-
time and it allows them to see teachers outside 
of the normally strict classroom environment. 
Briscoe says he strongly believes that the re-
lationships between students and teachers are 
crucial to building a strong schooling atmo-
sphere. Social media and our dependency on 
technology, he says, have eliminated our abili-
ty to form actual face-to-face relationships. His 
idea of a well-functioning school system in-
cludes one where students are able to commu-
nicate with the staff and vice versa. “We have 
to let students know we’re here,” he explained.  
This is his main reason for making homeroom 

an everyday occurrence, noting that 
he has seen students’ lives change 
for the better because they were able 
to communicate with their teachers. 
Briscoe believes this relationship is 
“what success is about.”
 Academically, Briscoe 
hopes to see students being chal-
lenged more, producing more, and 
rising to the occasions placed in 
front of them. He hopes to imple-
ment more common core standards 
and to eliminate standards that are 
unnecessary to the student body.  
Mr. Briscoe believes that Grainger 
High School is home to some excel-
lent, top-notch teachers who deserve 
the opportunity to genuinely teach 
students the skills they need. 
 Mr. Briscoe’s position, 
at current time is a temporary one, 
ending June 30th.  At which time, 
Mr. Edwin Jarnagin and the school 
board will open the job for a per-
manent placement.  If he is able to 
continue as principal next year, Briscoe plans 
to offer different CTE classes. He says the in-
structors of these potential courses are excited 

about the opportunity to teach these subjects, 
and he believes this factor will make the class-
es successful and productive for students.

Cabbage hands torch to Principal Mark Briscoe
By: Kaitie May
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 Julia Johnston, a member of the 
Grainger High JROTC Grizzly Battalion, 
has recently earned the rank Cadet Major, 
or Battalion Executive Officer (XO). As 
a sophomore, she is currently the young-
est member to receive this rank in the 
Grainger High ROTC program. She is a 
strong leader and works hard to be a good 
role model for the Let. 1 and 2 Cadets, as 
well as the entire student body. One of the 
many things she enjoys doing in the pro-
gram is being the commander for the drill 
team. "I started out as a member of the drill 
team and became commander in April of 
2012," Julia shares with us. "I enjoy being 
the drill commander very much. I spend 
two hours every other school day training 
my drill cadets for competitions. We cur-
rently hold the first place drill trophy." The 
team competes against the following high 
schools: Jefferson, Gibbs, and South Doyle 

High School. All of the JROTC teams 
(raiders, drill, exhibition, color guard, rifle, 
and academic) participated in a Brigade 
competition in Fort Knox, Kentucky in the 
spring of this year. Julia is both excited and 
nervous about leading her drill cadets in 
this competition.
 Flag detail is another activity Julia 
participates in as a part of ROTC. Flag de-
tail is a group of cadets who volunteer their 
time to raise the American flag in front of 
Grainger High School every morning and 
lower it in the afternoon. The cadets take 
pride in what they do, and they do it in a 
respectful manner. "Every little thing you 
do counts in ROTC," explains Julia. "I 
am honored to be in such a great program 
and to be surrounded by great people and 
friends. I hope to go all the way through 
high school in this program, and I am anx-
ious to see what is in store for me."

Julia Johnston earns  
youngest ranking.

By: Courtney Mallory

 Mr. Mullins’s economics class 
completed a project designed to teach stu-
dents about advertising. Students took a 
fun approach to learning the essentials of 
an effective television commercial. Mr. 
Mullins instructed his students to create 
a product complete with  advertisement. 
This included filming and editing their own 
commercial, drawing out a story board to 
represent the steps in their video, creating a 
paper advertisement, crafting a unique logo 
with a catch phrase to match, and writing 
out a script in accordance to their filmed 
advertisement. 
 So that students didn’t feel over-
whelmed with such a complicated task, Mr. 
Mullins gave his class some tips on how to 
sell a product effectively through the use of 
a television advertisement. 
• Firstly, he told students that they 
needed to competently plan out their com-
mercials. Students should have been delib-
erate in explaining their product’s use and 
relate that directly to the lives of the prod-
uct’s intended audience. 
• Secondly, he instructed students 
to put people in their commercials. People 

relate to other people. This technique 
can help draw the targeted audience. 
Having others doing things that relate 
to your business can be extremely effec-
tive because it makes the product appli-
cable. 
• Thirdly, in relation to writing 
out a script for their commercial, he told 
students to use short sentences in order 
to grab a potential customer’s attention. 
They had a limited time frame to capture 
viewers’ eyes which made it important 
for sellers to get their product’s message 
across quickly.
• Mr. Mullins also informed stu-
dents about the importance of having the 
audio and video be synchronized. This 
helps to make commercials run more 
fluidly and creates a more powerful sales 
tool. 
• As a final piece of advice for 
his students, Mr. Mullins stressed to his 
students not to forget their call to action. A 
seller’s call to action prompts audiences to 
act immediately. Sellers must tell custom-
ers to visit as soon as possible; they must 
leave their contact information (includ-

ing Web addresses, phone numbers, and 
a street address). This is a tremendously 
important step in ending any commercial 
effectively. 

 Other than teaching teens about 

the multitude of advertisements that they 
are exposed to daily, this project has been 
one that allows for creativity and indi-
viduality, and, more importantly, it gives 
students some freedom and a chance for a 
little fun. 

Economics classes produce video projects.
By: Caleb Smith

Many groups presented great products and projects. 
However, there was only one winner. Caitlyn Chip-
man, Ashlie Brooks, Madison Holt, Devon Borwn, 
Dylan Looney, Cameron Williams, Brian Bradley, 

and Max Ewoldt from 2nd block. The group’s com-
mercial for their product, Do-Over Drops, was voted 
best out of all participating commercials. 
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Coffey listed Valedictorian when Top Ten announced.

1. Madeline Coffey, Valedictorian

2. Katherine Gaul, Salutatorian

 As of the second semes-
ter of 2013, and partly as a result 
of having a change in principals, 
homeroom has come back to 
Grainger High School. For the past 
few years in the school, homeroom 
has been a very rare occurrence. It 
would only come up once in a blue 
moon to accommodate clubs like 
FCCLA, HOSA, and Beta Club. 
However, there has been a change 
this year at GHS. Mark Briscoe, our 

new principal, has decided to resur-
rect the homeroom tradition.  
 “Homeroom is more than 
just a way to allow for clubs to meet 
or to put students on a routine sched-
ule,” Mr. Briscoe tells us. “Which, 
it is those things,” he adds, “but it’s 
also a way of getting extra pairs of 
eyes on students. You wouldn’t be-
lieve how many homeless students 
that we have in our school. Numer-
ous students live with people who 

are not a part of their immediate 
family, and homeroom is a way for 
us to spot those situations. Another 
example is the factor of violence 
that threatens our school, along 
with every other learning establish-
ment. Putting hundreds of teenag-
ers in the same building is bound to 
yield some problems, and having 
homeroom is just another way to 
keep eyes on the students.”

Homeroom returns to GHS.
By: Caleb Smith

 The GHS guidance office finalized and 
announced the Top Ten line up Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 7. Congratulations to the following students 
on their outstanding accomplishments.  The Top 
Ten academically performing students for the 
Class of 2013 are as follows: 1. Madeline Coffey, 
Valedictorian, 2. Katherine Gaul, Salutatorian 3. 
Jonah Noe 4. Blake Hodge 5. Sarah Williamson 
6. Brandon Orrick 7. McKenzie Lewton 8. Whitt-
ney Graves 9. Jonathan Massengill 10. Landon 
Cameron.  
 GHS is also pleased to announce that 51 
students in the senior class have completed the 
necessary coursework and achieved or exceed-

ed the ACT scores to meet the Grainger County 
Board of Education requirements to receive an 

Honors Diploma. 
 Within those Honors Diploma recipients, 
five students have maintained a 4.0 grade point 
average and will be designated as a Class Vale-
dictorian according to our county policy. Those 
students are: Madeline Coffey, Katharine Gaul, 
Blake Hodge, Brandon Orrick, and Sarah Wil-
liamson.

 

3. Jonah Noe 4. Blake Hodge

5. Sarah Williamson 6. Brandon Orrick

7. McKenzie Lewton 8. Whittney Graves

9. Jonathan Massengill 10. Landon Cameron
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 Doing missions is something that 
takes an immense amount of courage and 
drive, but staying in a place that is foreign 
to you for an excessive amount of time 
to perform works for people who are less 
privileged or going through hard times 
takes a passion that is like no other. 
 From February second through 
the ninth, two members of Grainger High 
School sacrificed their time and effort in 
order to help the Guatemalans in a town 
called Palo Gordo. The son of the pastor of 
the small town’s church lent them his home 
to stay in over the course of their six days 
in Guatemala. They served with an organi-
zation called “When Will We Cry”, which 
is affiliated with a church called Esfuerzo 
Cristiano in Guatemala City. 
 Mission work was the group’s first 
priority. They did a multitude of tasks for 
the people of Palo Gordo, but some of the 
most memorable included construction and 
teaching in the town’s church. The group 
helped to mix and pour concrete for one 
of the homes that was damaged as a result 
of the recent earthquake that hit, as well 
as building a homeless shelter for Guate-
malans who had previously been staying 
in tents. In the small church of the town, 
some of the group members helped with 

lessons for Vacation Bible School. The 
team worked hard for the entirety of their 
trip, giving everything they could in all that 
they did, and brought the message of the 
word of God to the people there while they 
helped. This was an important aspect of the 
trip that none of the group members took 
lightly. Spiritual clarity was necessary in 
each of the members, and every individual 
brought wisdom and intelligibility, as well 
as a certain measure of self-application, to 
the village they served. 
 “This trip to Guatemala was a 
huge blessing to me,” says Kaylee Law-
son. “No one can understand fully the huge 
impact that trips like this can have until 
you actually experience it. The people are 
so warm and welcoming, not to mention 
extremely grateful. My life has changed 
because of Guatemala, and there are few 
words to describe how amazing it is to see 
God’s hand at work in these people.” 
 “We did some amazing things 
down in Guatemala. We built a concrete 
roof for a home, participated in a bible 
school, and helped build a homeless shelter 
for people living in tents,” Lucas Harbin 
tells us. “If you’re ever looking to go on a 
mission trip, Guatemala was an experience 
I wouldn’t trade for anything.”

GHS students 
on mission.

By: Caleb Smith

 In February, Mrs. Baham cre-
ated a fun and educational passport project 
with her Spanish II class. This project had 
students in groups of four draw one of the 
twenty-two Spanish-speaking countries of 
the world out of a hat for a random select-
ing process. This would be the country that 
the students would teach their fellow class-
mates about later in the month.
 Students had a little less than a 
month to work with their teammates on 
this project. Over this time period, they 
had to prepare a presentation that was at 
least twenty-five minutes long that went 
over the country they picked earlier. They 
went over several aspects of their country, 
such as: the country’s history, geography, 

government, and traditions. These topics 
would then be a major part of their pre-
sentation, including whatever else students 
found important enough to teach about. 
The presentations themselves are shown 
over the course of three days. Teams also 
needed to have a hands-on activity. Some 
examples of these activities were word 
searches, piñata making processes, paper 
flower making, and much more.
 This project, though long and 
stressful for the students, helped them 
learn more about these countries through 
their work. The project was successful in 
not only helping students learn, but in en-
tertaining them, as well.

Spanish II 
creates passports.

By: Kalee Allen
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 Take a second to imagine that 
you’re driving down a two-lane in your car, 
just cruisin’ with the radio up. Now, imag-
ine that some person pulls out just in front 
of you, forcing you to bow up your car in 
an effort not to rear-end them. If you’re 
like me, you’ve thrown your hands into 
the air and are screaming in the confines of 
your vehicle at the pure absurdity that you 
have just witnessed firsthand. Now, I have 
a question for you. Do you think that this 
kind of situation relates to the hallways of 
Grainger High School? 
 Now, a lot of you are going to 
reach the end of this and scoff at me for my 
dramatization of what we feel while walk-
ing through our school building. But, I’ll be 
saying all that to say this: Common cour-
tesy has left our society, and I think that 
this is something that should be preserved 
in our daily lives. In the long-run, these 
things shouldn’t matter. These encounters 
are microscopic in the grand scheme of 
things, but many of us act as if we’ve been 
wronged when, in reality, the very people 
that we are irritated by are probably recip-
rocating those feelings. It gets us nowhere 
to complain about something as routine as 
the “traffic” in our hallways. I think that it 
is of the utmost importance that the Ameri-

can people treat one another with the high-
est level of respect and dignity. This is the 
land of dreams; let that not spoil us as to 
complain about something so petty as this 
or anything of the sort! 
 All right, obviously, there are no 
cars driving through our school. If you 
have witnessed something like this, I urge 
you to go to your counselor’s office and re-
port it immediately. But I do think that we 
are exposed to similar situations. Not a day 
goes by that someone doesn’t knock into 
me in the hallway, and I can’t catch a break 
when it comes to getting to my locker for 
all the people who decide to gather in front 
of it. Here are some of the most common 
examples of the traffic that we face in the 
halls of Grainger High every day:

1. Firstly, I’d like to address some 
of the tomfoolery that takes place on the 
“roads” in Grainger High School:
• Some people just decide to cut 
across both lanes of traffic, shoving inno-
cent students here and there in a barbarian 
effort to get to their locker or to talk to their 
friends. 
• Some students purposefully shove 
other students whilst walking down the 

halls in an attempt to cause some sort of 
traffic-halting accident just for laughs. 
• Some of us like to hoot and holler 
with our friends at decibel levels that could 
destroy the eardrums of nearby students. 
• Some enjoy snatching notebooks, 
binders, backpacks, or articles of clothing 
from others and distributing them conve-
niently across the school building. 
• Still others seem to think that be-
ing the first person in the lunch line is of 
absolute importance, even if that means 
sprinting through the halls and knocking 
innocent, unlucky students to the floor dur-
ing the feat. 

2. Okay, so you’re walking down a 
half-deserted hall. One of three things can 
happen in this situation:
• Someone could speed past you at 
rates faster than light can travel. If you’re 
like me, you’re left thinking, “Oh, slow 
down! This isn’t the Indianapolis 500!” or 
something of the like.
• Next, you could get trapped be-
hind someone moving at a speed equiva-
lent to that of paint drying. This usually 
leaves me thinking, “Oh, come on. Put a 
little pep in that step, grandma! Some of us 

have places to be!”
• Finally, you could be walking 
down the hallway and are aware of some-
one walking behind you at the exact same 
pace and who is a little too close for com-
fort. At this point, I’m usually like, “Can 
you not stalk me, please?” 

3. Lastly, let’s say that the bell has 
just sounded for a class-change. You merge 
effortlessly into the crowd of people and 
head on your way to your locker. However, 
you get to a point in the hall where a clus-
ter of other students have spontaneously 
decided to halt the flow of traffic for no 
apparent reason. They’re just standing in 
the middle of the hallway talking about the 
latest drama or something as mundane as 
the weather, blissfully unaware of the sea 
of students who are having to part around 
them in order to reach their destinations. 
I don’t care if you want to talk to your 
friends and gossip about whatever during 
the class-changes. But please, do not force 
me to weave through a labyrinth to get past 
you.  

Traffic flow at Grainger High School.
By: Caleb Smith

 The GHS Winterguard has shown great results 
at local competitions taking 2nd at both Volunteer High 
School and Sullivan South High School, and 1st at Halls. 
The guard consists of 21 members, 15 of which are Rut-
ledge Middle School students. The year’s show, “A Ship 
of Dreams” is based on the tragedy of the Titanic. While at 
competition, the guard is judged in areas such as general 
effect, movement, ensemble, and equipment. The guard 
goes through training to prepare for an intense season 
against other guards wanting the same first place title.     
 Guard director, Anthony Davis, has allowed 
guard captains Kaitie May, Jennifer Steinmann, and Mi-
cheal Emery to design the entire show featuring work cre-
ated entirely by May and Steinmann, while Emery created 
the entire drill and show sound track. Since the winter-
guard’s founding, an instructor with previous experience 
has designed the show. This is the first time students have 
created everything themselves.  
 The show highlights skills in equipment such as 
rifle, flag, saber, and dance. A big change this year is that 
only six members from the high school’s colorguard are in 
participation, the remaining are students from RMS. This 

brings the total to a surprising 21, which is the 
largest the guard has ever been. While the ratio 
between middle school and high school students 
is there, the middle school members have worked 
hard to perform on the high school level. With 
great results, it is obvious that the RMS students 
have no trouble adapting to the work or skill. 
 Even though the guard has done great 
this season, they have their chance to prove 
themselves, again, at Karns on March 30th for 
their last competition. 
 After the season draws to a close, the 
guard will continue to train for the upcoming 
year’s marching band show that the incoming 
freshmen guard members are excited to be a part 
of. The guard will continue to grow as long as 
interest continues to grow. There is no doubt that 
winterguard is becoming one of GHS’s most an-
ticipated sports over the years, forming a huge 
fan base. With the overall success for the guard 
and the challenge that students see in it, the guard 
will continue to show pleasing results.

Winterguard takes first in recent Halls High event.
By: Micheal Emery
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Tweets From GHS

While Twitter continues to grow in 
popularity, GHS students use the da-
tabase as a great way to vent, show 
their beliefs, and emotions. 

Submited by Kayci Long

 There are new movements in 
Washington that pro-

pose to raise the fed-
eral minimum wage to 
nine dollars. Currently, 

federal minimum wage 
is $7.25. However, individual 

states have the power to draft their 
own laws determining minimum wage 

within their borders (as long as their wage is 
higher than the federal $7.25). Almost half the states have 
already resorted to this, following a system of “indexed” 
minimum wage. By simple definition, this means that they 
adjust minimum wage to the value of a dollar each year, 
which is determined by inflation. 
 What concerns most Americans is the state of 
the economy, and how it may be effected by the rise of 

incomes across the country. In my opinion, two extremes 
are potentially possible: the raise will create a more pros-
perous America with more consumer output, or the cost of 
living will skyrocket because of the increase in consumer 
income. While I don’t believe there are any definitive an-
swers for either of these scenarios, I believe this is a seri-
ous matter that should be treated delicately. 
 Also, a sharp swing in payroll could cripple 
small businesses or even large corporations. Although a 
hefty proposal of $10.10 was previously sought after in 
Washington, experts believe that a sudden increase of that 
magnitude could force business administrators to lay off 
workers. Experts also believe that increasing minimum 
wage will reduce the effort for employee turnover – which 
ensures that most will be able to remain in their current 
position for an extended period, while those unemployed 
will have even difficulty time finding work.  

 I took the liberty of asking senior Alicia Miller, 
who is currently employed and earns minimum wage, 
how she felt about the potential rise of minimum wage. 
“I think it’s a terrible idea,” she stated adamantly. “When 
they raise that, the price of everything else goes up. People 
can actually be in more debt than they are now.” When 
asked how this related to her in particular, she responded, 
“As a working student, earning minimum wage affects my 
lifestyle because I am responsible for all of my expenses. 
If the cost of living went up at a higher rate than my pay-
check, I would be in a serious bind.” 
 I think Alicia’s situation pertains to a lot of our 
high school, especially the senior class and students aged 
eighteen and above. There is a fine balance between help-
ing the economy and hurting it further. Washington needs 
to do their homework and ascertain that this is truly in the 
best interest of the country.

Minimum wage to rise.
By: Taylor Miller

 While students were getting out of school, the Carl 
Perkins Reserve Grant was bringing in something. Mr. David 
Baker’s CAD, Computer Aided Design, and Principal’s of En-
gineering classes have received a brand new CNC, Computer 
Numeric Control, thanks to the grant given to Grainger High 
earlier this year. The CNC will help students “learn skills to 
get them ahead in the manufacturing career path,” says Mr. 
Baker. 
 Computer Numeric Controls forms objects out of 
common material and can give them interesting and exciting 
qualities. You can use any type of material from wood to plas-
tic to even metal. You give it commands from a computer and 
it will do the hard work for you. It can cut the material into 

many forms, engrave letters and symbols, and even put designs 
on the newly constructed object. It is a very useful bit of tech-
nology for students to become accustomed, especially if they 
wish to go into career fields such as process engineer, program-
mer, project engineer, software engineer, welding engineer and 
many more jobs. 
 The CNC is just one of the few bits of technology 
Grainger High has purchased this year. This is all thanks to the 
Carl Perkins Reserve Grant given to Grainger High earlier this 
year. Thanks to this grant, we have been able to purchase not 
only a CNC, but new computers, robotic kits, and many more 
objects and programs to further students’ education. 

New CNC for CAD.
By: Kalee Allen

Laurel Brown @laurelann_brown
Eating lunch with Miss Tennessee

Thomas Moran  @BigTom53
The thought of the beach right now>>

Mykala Fennell @Mykala_Fennell3
I can't wait to go shopping for summer 
clothes

Kaylee Lawson @kayleeshaeee
It's sad that 8:00 is considered sleeping in 
for me

Briana Cochran @_brianac95_
Sloth tweets= HILARIOUS

Chassidy Renfro @chassidy_renfro
Hey prom, wanna hurry up and get here?

Logan Baker @LoganDalainey96
LOVE the new mini series "The Bible"

Jacob Kinser @Bean_taco001
I wished it would snow like 3 inches 
tonight
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Name That Song
Mountain Echo  Highlights

Random Facts
By: Caleb Smith

By: Kalee Allen

The youngest person to serve in World War II was 12 year 
old Calvin Graham, who joined the navy.

There’s a room in Minnesota where 99.99% of sounds are 
blocked out. No one has been able to stay in there for longer 
than 45 minutes.

According to Tsunekazu Ishihara, CEO of The Pokemon 
Company, ‘Pokemon Gold’ and ‘Silver’ were supposed to 
be the final games.

In some African ceremonies, it is a sentiment of well-wish-
ing to greet the new bride with the words “May you bear 12 
children with him”

There is no Easter Bunny in Australia, but there is an Easter 
Bilby!

Giraffes have no vocal cords and communicate by vibrating 
the air around their neck.

PayPal was voted one of the 10 worst business ideas of 
1999.

The Original voice of Mickey Mouse was done by Walt 
Disney, and he was in fact afraid of mice.

So this is what you meant when you said that you 
were spent? And now it's time to build from the 
bottom of the pit right to the top.

Here lies the girl whose only crutch was loving one 
man just a little too much.

Oh, we got our feet on the ground, and we're burn-
ing it down. Oh, got our head in the clouds, and 
we're not coming down.

I'd love to know just what you're thinking, every 
little river running through your mind.

Ever worried that it might be ruined? And does it 
make you wanna cry? When you're out there doing 
what you're doing, are you just getting by?

Well I woke up to the sound of silence; the cars 
were cutting like knives in a fist fight. And I found 
you with a bottle of wine, your head in the curtains 
and heart like the fourth of July. 

I told you to be patient, I told you to be fine. I told 
you to be balanced, I told you to be kind. In the 
morning I'll be with you, but it will be a different 
kind.

There was a time I used to look into my father's 
eyes, in a happy home, I was a king I had a golden 
throne. Those days are gone, now; they're memories 
on the wall. I hear the sounds of the places where I 
was born.

 The Grainger High welding class-
es went on a field trip to the Tennessee 
Technology Center on Tuesday, February 
thirteenth. The purpose of the field trip was 
to teach the students about the technology 
of welding and the different jobs you can 
find under that category.
     The trip at the Technology Center be-
gan with presentations from the American 
Welding Society, ET2 (AW) Janzen from 
the United States Navy, Hobart Institute 
of Welding Technology, and the Tennessee 
Technology Center itself.  Each presenta-
tion was fifteen minutes long and informed 
to students about the different welding 
schools that he or she may attend if they 
wish to explore a career in welding. The 
classes took lunch, and then proceeded 

with a tour. While on the tour, the students 
explored the following classes: computer 
and network systems, mechanic and tool 
technology, welding, industrial electricity, 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning, 
collision repair technology, and industrial 
maintenance. 
    “The trip was educational and informed 
me of all the different jobs you can carry 
out with welding,” said  Billy Miller who 
attended the trip. The majority of the stu-
dents who went on the trip are very en-
thusiastic about welding and enjoyed their 
time at the Tennessee Tech. Center. They 
also like being a part of the Grainger High 
welding department. They are happy that 
they have had an opportunity to learn to 
weld and make great friend in the process. 

Welding learns about the future of 
the field.

By: Courtney Mallory

Fun Riddles
Q. April showers bring 
mayflowers, but what do 
Mayflowers bring?
 A. Pilgrims!

Q. Can February March?
 A. No — but April 
May!

Q. What spring flowers 
can be found on people’s 
faces?
 A. Two lips.

Q. What did the big flower 
say to the little one?
 A. “You’re really 
growing, bud!”

Q. What is a spring chick 
after it is five months old?
 A. Six months old.

Q. What do you call a fake 
stone in Ireland?
 A. a sham rock.

Q. Why do leprechauns 
hide behind 4-leafclovers 
and not 3-leafclovers?
 A. They need all the 
luck they can get!
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Homework Coupons  Some GHS teachers have graciously given the follow-
ing homework coupons to be used as needed by students enrolled in their classes.  Simply cut the coupons out and present to the teacher for the credit 
described on the coupon.  This month’s coupons are from the Math and Science Department. 

 Mrs. Baham

H o m e w o r k  C o u p o n Limit One Per Person Per Class 

5 points on test or quiz
Fall Semester 2012

 Mrs. Young

H o m e w o r k  C o u p o n Limit One Per Person Per Class 

10Points on Assignment
Spring Semester 2013

 Mr. Tate

H o m e w o r k  C o u - Limit One Per Person Per Class Spring Semester 2013

 Mr. Whitt

H o m e w o r k  C o u - Limit One Per Person Per Class Spring Semester 2013

 Mrs. Wear

H o m e w o r k  C o u - Limit One Per Person Per Class Spring Semester 2013

Mr. Anderson

H o m e w o r k  C o u p o n Limit One Per Person Per Class Spring Semester 2013

5 Points on Test

1 Free Homework Pass

10 points on Homework

10 Points on Test

 McGill

H o m e w o r k  C o u p o n Limit One Per Person Per Class Spring Semester 2013
10 Points awarded to who answers correctly.

In Which Biome do we live in?

 The Grainger High Drama Club 
has begun preparing for the spring play. 
The play will be held on April 11th, and the 
theme of the play is anti-bullying. The club 
was inspired by anti-bullying awareness 
and wants the students at Grainger High 
to become more aware of the subject, too. 
The club also has great goals ahead. If the 
play turns out well, they plan to travel to 
local schools to perform. This will not only 

show the club’s strong emotions about bul-
lying, but teach the community about the 
effects of bullying. 
 The cast is  currently deciding be-
tween two title choices: Speak Up-Speak 
Out or The Bullying Project. The club 
has already started practice and is excited 
about their big plans.

Cast

Drama Club presents 
anti-bullying play.

By: Courtney Mallory

 
 
 
 

 The Grainger County Board of 
Education has approved Mr. Boggs’ pro-
posal for a GHS fishing club. Although the 
official start-up of the team will not begin 
until next year, Boggs says to expect a few 
small activities this spring.  
 First official meeting will be on 
April 15, 3:30-4:30. “Be there unless you 
have a conflict with another sport,” Boggs 
stated. “We’ve have about thirty students 
interested in joining,” he continued. This 
number also includes Washburn students 
who have shown interest. 
 Once the club has officially start-
ed, the student organization will join the 
Student Angler Federation, a branch of The 
Bass Federation, which promotes educa-
tion through fishing, provides each mem-
ber with Liability Insurance and sponsors 

high school torunaments.   
 High school tournament fishing 
challenges students’ competitive nature 
and unites them in a healthy sportsman-
ship activity that offers personal as well as 
financial rewards. TBF, as well as private 
tournaments, often offer possible scholar-
ship opportunities. “This is not a club for 
people wanting a boat ride; we are teaching 
(just like any other sport) the competitive 
side of fishing,” Boggs encourges.    
 Tennessee has yet to make fish-
ing an official high school sport, but that 
has stopped several area schools such as 
Farragut High, Oliver Springs High, and 
Maryville High from starting their own 
fishing clubs.  GHS has now joined that 
group. 
 These clubs go to regional com-
petitions and compete with other nearby 
schools’ clubs  Anyone interested should 
contact Mr. Boggs for information or visit 
highschoolfishing.org. 

 Barbara- Hayley Mills  Mrs. Cooper- Hannah Williams
 Blu- Matthew Byrd  Justin- Dylan Looney
 Scott- Trevor Johnson  Dee- Elizabeth Woody 
 Morgan- Lydia Daniel  Mrs. Peterson- Kelsey Seay
 Katie- Kianna Epling  Brian- Logan McGinnis
 Lee- Josh Williams  Jenny- Karyssa Shelton
 Katie- Sara Trent  Johnny- Jacob Albright
 Rachel- Whitney Williams Samantha- Katelyn Haynes
 Jessica- Kalan Cook  Eric/Bobby- Tyler Tunnell                
	 Karla-	Meleyah	Fifield		 Mattie/Brandy-	Maddison	Mabry

By: Dylan Looney
GHS	plans	fishing	club.

Martin
Sticky Note
Only Homework Coupons from the actual newsprint Mountain Echo are valid. 
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 Grainger High School senior Jade 
Morgan has made quite an impact when it 
comes to expressing gratitude and showing 
appreciation. Over this past summer, she 
began writing letters telling men and wom-
en of the US military, past and present, how 
she appreciates their sacrifice and service. 
These letters were then sent to an organiza-
tion called A Million Thanks (www.amil-
lionthanks.org) who sends them to service 
men and women stationed overseas and to 
veteran hospitals. She currently writes for 
another organization known as Operation 
Gratitude (www.operationgratitude.com), 
located in California. She has currently 
sent over 150 individual letters.
            Another hobby of Jade’s is sewing 
pillowcases for two separate projects. She 
began doing so in August and has since 
sent over 50 pillowcases. Most are sent to 
the children of St. Jude’s who spend most 
of their lives fighting cancer in the hos-
pital. She also constructs pillowcases for 
Soldiers’ Angels (soldiersangels.org) who 
sends them to veteran hospitals. Through 
Soldiers’ Angels, Jade also is currently in 

the process of “adopting” a soldier. This 
means that she will assemble and send one 
to two care packages a month, along with 
letters to a soldier. 
 The majority of Jade’s paycheck 
goes to buying fabric for making as many 
pillowcases as she can, so the question 
is why would she spend all her time and 
money on these projects? Her answer is 
fairly simple: “Though I may never receive 
a reply from a service member or a ‘thank 
you’ from a pillowcase recipient, that’s fine 
by me. Our defenders of freedom and our 
veterans and cancer patients have well de-
served time to spend with their families.”
 She encourages everyone who can 
to take the opportunity to donate, saying, 
“I’m doing what we have all been com-
manded to do, and that is serve with a heart 
full of love for those you’ve never even 
met and probably never will meet. As John 
the Baptist said, ‘He must become greater, 
and I must become less.’” Jade continues 
to inspire change and charity as she pre-
pares to graduate high school and further 
her education.

Morgan takes time to help others
By: Kaitie May

 On Friday February 1, GHS host-
ed the 2013 Special Olympics power lift-
ing events. A total of four schools compet-
ed in the Grainger High gym all day. The 

competing schools were Rutledge Middle, 
Greene Valley, and Morristown East. Sixty 
students competed in all for this event. The 
events that were held this day were dead 

lift and bench press. 
 In first place in the bench press 
competition were Dakota Atchley, Derek 
Bell, Jordan Evans, Seth Franklin, Craig 
Harris, Tyler Roach, and Josh Williams. 
Second place in the bench press competi-
tion is Tyler Ball, Tyler Black, Mitch Fos-
ter, Connor Overbay, Courtney Owens, and 
William Stratton. Third place for bench 
presses were Kenzie Frost and Austin Dot-
son. Fourth place in bench press were D.C. 
Bunch and Nick Ramaglia. In dead lift for 
first place were Dakota Atchley, Derek 
Bell, Connor Overbay, Tyler Roach, Josh 
Williams, and William Stratton. In second 
place for dead lift were Tyler Ball, Tyler 
Black, Mitch Foster, Seth Franklin, Craig 
Harris, Nick Ramaglia. Third place for the 
dead lift were D.C. Bunch, Courtney Ow-
ens, Kenzie Frost, and Austin Dotson.
 The most weight lifted was two 
hundred and forty pounds by Josh Wil-
liams.  “Let me just tell you, I was shaking 
while I was trying to lift all that weight. I 
was trying to pass my limit from last time 

and I did,” he explained excitedly when de-
scribing his day. There were many others 
who overcame goals and challenges that 
were very impressive. 
 Amanda Kirby, teaching assis-
tant, enjoyed the event. “Everyone worked 
really hard and we have a lot of students 
who did amazing things that day. There 
were a lot of participators that just blew 
it out of the water and lifted more than I 
thought was capable for that student,” she 
states. Some of the amazing accomplish-
ments she listed were Dakota Atchley lift-
ing two hundred pounds in the dead lift, 
William Stratton lifting one hundred and 
five pounds in the dead lift, Josh Williams 
pressing one hundred and sixty pounds in 
the bench press competition, and two hun-
dred and thirty five pounds was raised by 
Tyler Roach in the dead lift. Many of these 
students are hoping and waiting to see if 
they will compete in May at state. 

Special Olympics host power lifting event.
By: Stevie Mitchell
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	 Mr.	 Briscoe	 is	 using	 flex	
time to reward GHS students for 
correct behavior. “I believe in re-
warding students when they do what 
they’re	 supposed	 to,”	 explained	
Mr. Briscoe just before announcing 
a	spontaneous	flex	time	Wednesday	
following a practice evacuation 
drill.	 This	 is	 the	 second	 flex	 time	
given to students since Mr. Briscoe 
took command in early February 
and	 he	 explains	 that	 he	 hopes	 the	
rewards	can	continue.	“We	haven’t	
had	a	fight	 since	Christmas,	and	 I	
expect	you	will	continue	to	demon-
strate your well behaved manners,” 
he announces to the student body 
just before allowing students to 
leave the stadium bleachers. 
	 During	flex	time,	students	
were free to roam the hallways as 
long as a standard level of good 
behavior was upheld. Students en-
joyed the “free” time to socialize 
with	friends	and	to	just	relax	for	a	
moment. “Fifteen minutes of free 
time to a teenager is very valuable. 
I think they enjoyed just getting to 
socialize and walk around,” states 
Mrs.	Corum	who	is	stationed	on	the	
English	 hallway	 during	 flex	 time.	

All teachers and 
staff are assigned 
the duty of build-
ing/hallway moni-
tors during this 
free time. They are 
stationed through-
out the hallways 
and bathrooms.
 T h e 
school also opened 
the concession 
stand, offering 
popcorn, drinks, 
and other snacks 
for students to en-
joy. Most students 
spent this time 
with friends, hud-
dling around their 
lockers and re-
laxing	 before	 the	
next	 class	 begins.	
Some students, 
though, found Mr. 
Wallace’s	 checker	
board as a source 
of friendly com-
petition to pass the 
time. 
 Because the student body 

followed the rules, Mr. Briscoe has 
promised that this small reward  

Students rewarded with flex.
By: Taylor Miller

 During early March students 
registered for their fall 2013 classes. Stu-
dents choose from a large list of classes 
to	hopefully	find	the	right	ones	for	them.	
Students took registration seriously, sit-
ting up and alert to the speech being giv-
en by Mrs. Amanda Johnson. Students 
had over two dozen classes to choose 
from for their future.
 Juniors, sophomores, and fresh-
man were all very vocal about their 
registration	 experience.	 Sarah	 Brown	
had this to say about registering for her 
classes	“Choosing	my	classes	was	exit-
ing and very stressful at the same time, 
I just hope I get the classes I want in the 
fall.”	When	Kalee	Allen	was	asked	about	
choosing her classes she said “It was 
troublesome and stressful. You have to 
pick eight classes and then four alterna-
tives.”
 Every student has a different 

way of choosing classes but 
when students were asked 
to give incoming freshmen 
advice about registration 
they all had different pieces 
of	advice.	Courtney	Mallory	
said, “Amanda Johnson is 
a great counselor and helps 
me out with planning for 
my future. She did a great 
job on registering the class 
of 2015, and I look forward 
to	my	next	two	years	in	high	
school.”	 When	 asked	 this	
question, Billy Miller had 
this to say, “I guess I would 
tell them just to keep calm. 
Even though it’s kind of a 
big deal; it all works out.” 
Good luck to the underclass-
men.

By: Stevie Mitchell
Guidance registers underclassman for new year.
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Grizzly Baseball conquers Hancock during in-school game.

 Although harsh weather halted 
the	 Grainger	 County	 Baseball	 Team’s	
opening	 District	 2-AA	 game	 with	 Cum-
berland Gap, the Grizzlies did not let that 
hinder their performance at the in-school 
opener	against	Hancock	County.	
 The Grizzlies didn’t bother wast-
ing time in the beginnings of the game. A 
one-out single by second baseman Bran-
don	Brogan	put	himself	on	base.	Trey	Cab-
bage was then hit by a pitch, but not before 
Brogan was able to steal a base. A force 
out by catcher Aaron Farrow moved Bro-
gan to third base, and Tristan Stallsworth 
acted as a courtesy runner for Farrow. 
Stallsworth made for a steal, and Brogan 
was able to score from third. Stallsworth 
rounded third and was caught in a run-
down. A bad throw from the catcher made 
way for Stallsworth to score, putting the 
Grizzlies ahead by 2-0 at the end of the 
first	inning.	
 A scoreless second inning con-
sisted of a walk for the Indians, an error 
on a potential ending double play ball, a 
double	down	the	left	field	line,	and	a	dou-
ble	over	the	center	fielder’s	head	to	score	
three runs for a 3-2 lead heading into the 
bottom of the third inning. 

 The home half of the third began 
with Grizzly Tanner Mullins getting hit by 
a	pitch.	A	single	to	center	by	Corey	Bates	
and a walk to base for Brogan helped 
Grainger	 load	 up	 the	 bases.	 Cabbage	
reached for an error by the catcher with 
Farrow following with a walk for another 
run for the Grizzlies. Jeremy Tindell’s 
single to center brought in two more runs 
with	the	fifth	run	of	the	inning	scoring	on	
a	 sacrifice	 to	 the	pitcher	 as	 the	Grizzlies	
took command again with a score of 7-3. 
	 Grainger	finished	off	the	compe-
tition	with	 a	 six-run	 fourth	 inning.	Mul-
lins, Bates, and Brogan loaded the bases 
with	singles.	Cabbage	assisted	in	two	runs	
with a single to right. A hit batter and a 
walk followed shortly. Tyler Douglas and 
Stallsworth completed the action of the 
day as Grainger snuffed out Hancock with 
a score of 13-3.
 Bates, the starting pitcher, 
pitched for three innings without giving up 
any earned runs while striking out seven. 
Dylan	Wynn	followed	up	by	pitching	two	
innings who gave up only two hits while 
striking out three. Preston Ford and Isaiah 
Hilton each pitched an inning to wrap up 
the happenings against the Indians.

By:	Caleb	Smith
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 Destiny Lamphear, third 
year cosmetology student, placed 
in the top four at the SKILLS USA 
competition qualifying her to com-
pete on the state level in late April. 
Destiny qualified with a written 
exam in esthetics. 
 Destiny’s state level chal-
lenge will be a hands-on competi-
tion to first diagnose a skin disease 
or disorder and second offer advice 

for treatment or physician refer-
ral. She will also perform a facial 
massage and completely transform 
her model, Becca Long, in fantasy 
makeup designed around the com-
petition theme The Wizard of OZ. 
“I will make one side of her face the 
“good witch” and the other “the bad 
witch,” Destiny explains as she gets 
ready for the big event. 
 The state competition held 

in Chattanooga will evaluate con-
testant’s techniques and profession-
alism in the field of skin care. Stu-
dents will be tested in four different 
areas: an oral consultation; a written 
exam covering the fundamentals of 
skin care; sanitation; skin analysis; a 
hands-on basic facial demonstration; 
and a day time and fantasy makeup 
application. 

Cosmetology student qualifies for state 
competition.
By: Destiny Lamphear

Junior Talent Search visits ETSU
By: Taylor Miller 

Junior Talent Search students visited ETSU 
Monday for a college awareness day. Stu-
dents were welcomed by college admin-
istration and then were given a tour of the 

campus. They finished their day with lunch 
before returning home. Senior Talent Search 
visited UT last week for their campus tour 
and college day. 

 The home field advantage 
led the Lady Grizzlies to victory 
against district rival Chuckey Doak 
Thursday evening, 11-2. 
 The ladies have been on 
the move this week first opening 
the district season with a home win 
Tuesday topping the Cumberland 
Gap Panthers ,10-0, and again on 
Wednesday with a win over Morris-
town West, 9-2. 

 Kaylee Smith got the win 
for the Lady Grizzlies, as well as 10 
strikeouts, 2 hits, and 2 RBI. Kate-
lyn Thompson had a home run, with 
Mckayla Fennell had 2 hits and Tai-
lor Morgan had 2 RBI. The Lady 
Grizzlies are now 6-0 for the sea-
son.
 They ended the busy week 
with a ‘pink’ game Friday and seven 
team JV tournament on Saturday. 

Lady Grizzlis triumph at top of season.
By: Dylan Mooney

Gr izz l i e s
G0
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 Grainger High’s Lady Grizzlies 
basketball team had a jaw-dropping sea-
son from beginning to end, racking up a 
perfect 28-0 regular season and attaining 
the number one rank in Class AA. Based 
on The Associated Press’s ranking of each 
of Tennessee’s three basketball divisions, 
Grainger was unanimously named number 
one for five straight weeks. The girls also 
earned the titles of District 2AA Cham-
pions and Region 1AA Runners-Up. The 
announcement of the team’s undefeated 
regular season came as a pleasant surprise 
to some, given that it is the first time the 
girls have accomplished this is the school’s 
history.
 Laura Johnson, Amber Farmer, 
Celeste Stratton, and Blake Lamb were 
named all-district and Allison Hodge was 
named as the district’s MVP. Though the 

players experienced most of the glory from 
the incredible season, Coach Justin Combs 
also got a great deal of recognition; he 
was named the Coach of The Year for the 
team’s district. After making it to district 
play-offs, the team endured their first two 
losses of the entire season, making their fi-
nal record 32-2. 
 Regardless of the losses, the 
team’s amazing season was certainly not 
in vain. Fans packed the stands at nearly 
every game to show their support of the 
fantastic team. After such an incredible 
season, fans shouldn’t worry about next 
season. The Lady Grizzlies have an intense 
drive to get even further next year. With 
such a strong team, there is no doubt that 
the girls will cultivate an even more amaz-
ing season next year.

Girls basketball dominates.
By: Kaitie May
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 When Caleb Smith’s favorite sport was not 
offered at GHS, he refused to let that deter him from 
competing on a high school level. Having played ten-
nis on rec leagues and simply signing up for tennis 
events for three years, he felt it was time to play for a 
school team. He is now a crucial element to Jefferson 
County High School’s Patriot Tennis Team.  
 As a child, Caleb played several other sports, 
including baseball. However, tennis seemed to be his 
strongest calling. “My dad showed the sport to me as 
a kid, and I instantly fell in love with it. I love the fast 
pace and the athleticism associated with it.” 
 His years spent in recreational tennis fueled 
his passion for the game, and soon, he was receiving 
offers from surrounding high schools. Both Morris-
town-Hamblen high schools (the West Trojans and 
the East Hurricanes) wanted Caleb’s loyalty to their 
respective athletic programs. However, Caleb aligned 

with Jefferson County. 
 “I knew I would be more comfortable at 
JCHS. I already knew some of the players from a 
tennis camp I attended beforehand, and I jumped 
at the opportunity to be with friends.”
 The Patriot preseason consists of practice 
nearly every day throughout the week, as long 
as weather permits. They have now begun their 
regular season, and have matches several days 
per week. Caleb holds a top seed position on the 
team, and he considers that a heavy achievement. 
“I was a walk-on, and I stole the top spot. I think 
that’s the biggest achievement of my tennis ca-
reer to date.” 
 Caleb hopes his tennis career doesn’t end 
after high school, and he aspires to continue play-
ing as a Colonel for Centre College in the fall.  

Caleb Smith pursues tennis career.
By: Taylor Miller 

 On Monday March 11, HOSA 
hosted the annual blood drive with the help 
of Medic Regional Blood Center. They set 
up in the upper level of the gym early in the 
morning, and they worked through most of 
the day. There was a total of approximately 
57 students who signed up to donate blood. 
Any student the age of 16 and up was eligi-
ble to donate, but sixteen year old student 
had to have a parent’s permission first. 
 The drive was very successful, 
and the students were more than happy 
that it went to a good cause. Josh Kitts, a 
senior, said that he enjoyed helping other 

people in the process. “I decided to do it 
because it could potentially save some-
one’s life one day. I would encourage any-
one who thought about doing it, to partici-
pate. I would tell them to just make sure 
they were doing it for the right reasons.”  
 The blood from this blood drive 
goes to any person that has suffered a major 
blood loss or blood related trauma. During 
any emergency were a person, or persons, 
suffer from losing too much blood, medi-
cal professionals will use the blood to help 
stabilize to victim, and to help them regain 
some of the blood that was lost. 

GHS holds blood drive.
By: Kayci Long

1.  “I’m going camping with some  
      friends all week.” 
  – Chris Luttrell, 12
2.  “I’m going to Maryland to visit  
 my mother.” 
   – Josh Kitts, 12
3.  “Hanging out with my boy  
 friend.” 
  – Dallas Morgan, 10
4.  “I’m going camping!” 
  – Mallory Trent, 9
5.  “I’ll be continuing acting classes  
 in Knoxville.” 
  – Renee Maples, 9
6.  “Softball will be my life!” 
  – Ashton Bowles, 12

7.  “I’m going to Las Vegas to  see  
 the sites with my friends.” 
  – Brandon Davis, 12
8.  “Working at Food City.” 
  – Hannah Trout, 12
9.  “I have no idea, but I’ll prob 
 ably end up babysitting.” 
  – Shaina Reed, 11
10.  “I will be recovering from our  
 amazing winter guard sea 
 son.” – Kalan Cook, 12

What are you doing for Spring Break? 
By: Taylor Miller
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Senior  Spotlight 

Name: Nicole Southerland
 
Hometown: Rutledge

Clubs, Organizations or Sports: Beta 
Club, FCA, FCCLA Chapter 1

Best part about GHS: The best part about 
GHS is the teachers because they are will-
ing to help you with anything.

What is your favorite Grainger County 
spot? Grainger County Park.

Favorite Teacher: Mrs. Hill  Why? Be-
cause she has helped me with not only 
school, but problems outside of school, and 
she is very understanding.

What has been your greatest challenge 
at GHS? Coming back to school after hav-
ing heart surgery and working while in 
school.

What have you learned in high school 
that has really made a difference in your 
life? That you always have to try your best 
and study as hard as you can.

As an adult, ready for college or the 
workforce, what advice would you give 
incoming freshman? Study your hardest, 
do your best, and do what you think is right 
for you because you run your life, not ev-
eryone else’s.

Name: Joseph Ogan
Hometown: Rutledge

Clubs, Organizations or Sports: Skills 
USA (Vice President) and FFA

Best part about GHS: Spending time with 
friends. GHS has also provided me with 
the skills to start college.

What is your favorite Grainger County 
spot? My favorite spot is Cherokee Lake. 
During the summer. My friends and I spend 
90% of our time on the lake.

Favorite Teacher: Shanna Johnson Why? 
She was a great teacher, but besides teach-
ing, the also knows how to have fun.

What has been your greatest challenge 
at GHS? Getting ready for my junior writ-
ing exam.

What have you learned in high school 
that has really made a difference in your 
life? There is always someone in the world 
that will drag you down, but keeping your 
head up high and motivate yourself to keep 
you going.

As an adult, ready for the college or the 
workforce, what advice would you give 
incoming freshman? High school is not 
the place to goof off. Come to high school 
with goals and leave with accomplish-
ments.

Name: Mackinzie Kitts
Hometown: Bean Station

Clubs, Organizations or Sports: FCCLA and 
Art Club

Best part about GHS: Our guidance depart-
ment is a life savers. Take advantage of the 
help when you can. They are here to make sure 
we succeed, so let them!

What is your favorite Grainger County spot? 
Grainger High School. I have made so many 
great memories here. High School is when you 
develop your own thoughts and feelings and I 
love the calm and laid back atmosphere.

Favorite Teacher: “Mrs. Morgan for accept-
ing our opinions, Mrs. Hudson for letting us 
develop our artisticness, Mrs. Hill for being 
straight forward and honest, and Mrs. Young 
for being Mrs. Young.”

What has been your greatest challenge at 
GHS? Staying focused on my classes and bal-
ancing school, work, and fun.

What have you learned in high school that 
has really made a difference in your life?  
Accept everyone for who they are and how 
much success you get out of something is how 
much hard work you put into it.

As an adult, ready for college or the work-
force, what advice would you give incoming 
freshman? Choose the hardest classes possible 
even if they have intimidating teachers. You 
will be proud of yourself when you achieve. 
Most of all, have fun and make good choices. 
High School only comes once, so live it up.

Name: Brian Bradley
Hometown: Thornhill

Clubs, Organizations or Sports: Band 
(Percussion Captain)

Best part about GHS: The freedom 
and flexibility worked into the sched-
ule. People can do what’s fun and what 
needs to be done without getting re-
stricted to the class  availability.

What is your favorite Grainger 
County spot?  The GHS band room. It 
holds the best times and memories and 
it’s the best place to hang out.

Favorite Teacher: Box  Why? Most 
teachers either don’t care outside of 
class or just do your work for you if you 
don’t understand, but Mr. Box is willing 
to drive all over Rutledge and still help 
you here at the high school.
 
What has been your greatest chal-
lenge at GHS?  Having to do the “I Can 
Statements” every day for four years.

What have you learned in high school 
that has really made a difference in 
your life?  The best way to get ahead 
is to accept working with people you 
don’t like.

As an adult, ready for the college or 
the workforce, what advice would 
you give incoming freshman?  Keep 
notebooks organized and make your 
GPA high for college. Also try to get 
Mrs. Young for math because she knows 
what’s up.
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 Throughout the year, FCCLA 
takes the time to help around the com-
munity and the school. They participate 
in many charitable events and fundrais-
ers for the county. One week during 
the school year is dedicated to FCCLA 
and its members. During this week, the 
members are given the recognition they 
deserve, but they also take the time to 
recognize others, as well. 
 FCCLA week was February 
11-15th. Monday members wore red 
day. All the members were encouraged 
to wear red since it’s the clubs main 
color. Wednesday they held a member 

appreciation day. They held a meeting 
for the members, and they provided 
cupcakes, chips and drinks for all who 
attended. This was a way to say thank 
you for all you do for the club. Thurs-
day was teacher appreciation breakfast 
for all the teachers to show them how 
much they appreciate what they do. 
Breakfast foods included: biscuits, cin-
namon rolls, pigs in a blanket, sausage 
balls, muffins, and much more.  
 FCCLA week is to promote 
FCCLA and to show the school what it 
is all about. 

FCCLA Week shows Awareness 
to Help the Comunity

 FCCLA members are always 
willing to participate, especially when 
it comes to helping kids who are not as 
privileged as themselves. One of the du-
ties of being an FCCLA member is to par-
ticipate in fundraising events that, in turn, 
help others in need. Not only do 
the members have the chance to 
help out those in the community, 
they also have the opportunity to 
help those across the U.S.
 Every year, FCCLA 
helps collect used jeans for chil-
dren in need. Students were ask 
collect their old jeans for any age, 
size, or gender and turn them in 
to Mrs. Morgan in room 635. 
Jeans for Teens is sponsored by 
all participating Aeropostale and 
P.S. stores across America. 
 All the jeans collected 
through the school are taken to 
Aeropostale, and Aero then do-
nated them to kids in need of a 
new pair of jeans for the winter 
season. Each student that partici-
pated received a 25% off coupon 
from Aeropostale for a new pair 
of jeans.  

 This charitable event not only 
helped out others, but participating mem-
bers received a gift as well; the satisfac-
tion of helping those less fortunate and a 
chance to buy a brand new pair of jeans 
for themselves or as a gift to someone 

Jeans For Teens 
helps those in Need

By: Kayci LongBy: Kayci Long

Students recognize 
Enviroment 

Protection Week
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 FCCLA sponsored a 
poster and an essay contest in 
honor of Environmental Protec-
tion week. The students’ goal was 
to promote cleaning the Earth 
and making it a better planet. The 

winners of the poster contest were 
Abby Bull, Jaida Hopkins, Rene 
Sleeman. The essay contest win-
ners were Madison Hein and Cain 
Lopez. 

 For the past couple of months, 
members in FCCLA chapters one and two 
have been completing a project called The 
Power of One. The Power of One was all 
about one person making a difference and 
showing people what the power of just 
one person can do. This year there were 
21 members that completed this project. 
Those members were: Kristen Ankrom, 
Madison Hein, Marisa Hipsher, Kesia 
Kitts, Kayci Long, Hannah Looney, Mol-
lie Owens, Julia Atkins, Jasmine Bowers, 
Adrianna Bunch, Abby Collins, Morgan 
Dotson, Madison Garret, Courtney Hayes, 
Katlin Maples, Sydney Medeiros, Amanda 
Milligan, Cassie Mills, Annia Mullins, Sa-
mantha Mulneix, and Whittney Williams.  
 These members will receive an 
award and be recognized in the state meet-
ing in Nashville during spring break.  
 In order to complete this project, 
members must have completed five differ-
ent modules, or parts. These five modules 
focused on getting you to try new things in 
order to make a difference in your own life. 
The five different activities were: A Better 
You, Working on Working, Speak out for 
FCCLA, Family Ties, and Take the Lead.
 Each module had a broad range of 
activities that you could have completed. A 
Better You focused on improving personal 
traits. For example, you could keep a food 
diary to help improve your eating habits. 
Working on Working allowed you to ex-
plore work options, prepare for a career, or 
sharpen skills useful in business. Speak out 
for FCCLA dealt with telling others about 
the positive experiences in FCCLA. This 
was also a great opportunity to gain new 
members for the club. Family Ties was 

set to help improve the relationship with 
your family. This may have included get-
ting along with your siblings, working on 
obeying your parents, or getting along with 
any other family member. Taking the Lead 

helped to develop leadership skills. For 
this module, different activities included 
participating more in class, making new 
friends, or becoming the leader of a group 
project. Each of the projects focused on 

helping members achieve their goals. They 
selected the goals most important to them, 
then created a plan of action to meet those 
goals. 

Students complete POWER of ONE

Students recognize 
Enviroment 

Protection Week

By: Kayci Long

By: Kayci Long
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 Four individuals from the 
Class of 2013 have officially signed 
their contracts with the United States 
Marine Corps, and are preparing to 
leave for Recruit Training in Parris Is-
land, South Carolina, this summer. 
 Brittany Woodard was the first 
to enter the DEP (Delayed Entry Pro-
gram). She enlisted on June 7, 2012. 
She wants to serve the Marines with 
MOS (Military Occupational Special-
ty) 5811, Military Police. “I’ve wanted 
to be a Marine since I was twelve, and 
I’m so thankful that I have the oppor-
tunity to serve my country.” 
 Second to enlist was Andrew 
Bonneville. He signed his contract on 
August 23, 2012. He intends to fulfill 
the duties of MOS 5811 (Military Po-
lice), as well. “The Marine Corps has 
been my goal for several years now, 
because I think it’s the best fit for me. 
I can’t wait to get to boot camp!” 
 Taylor Miller enlisted just 
hours after Bonneville on August 23. 

Her MOS is 1371, Combat Engineer. 
“I didn’t know I wanted to join the 
Marines until my junior year. Now 
that I’ve been training and waiting for 
Parris Island, I know I made the right 
choice. I can’t imagine myself doing 
anything else.”
 Fourth to sign was Caleb 
Long. He enlisted on October 16, 
2012. His MOS is 0300, Infantry. 
“I’ve always wanted to be in the mili-
tary, but I didn’t decide on the Marines 
until early in my senior year. I realized 
that I wanted the pride that comes with 
the title of Marine.” 
 Females Woodard and Miller 
will be shipping to Parris Island on 
May 20, just hours after high school 
graduation. Bonneville and Long will 
be shipping later in the summer with 
other males from their Recruiting Sub-
Station. They are currently attempting 
to change their date to attain a position 
in Third Battalion.

Four seniors leaving for Marine Boot 
Camp.
By: Taylor Miller

 This semester, Mr. Mike Wat-
son’s Carpentry classes have been work-
ing together on constructing a storage 
building. The building has been a collab-
orative project between all three of his 
classes and is teaching the students the 
fundamentals of home-building. “It’s 
just like building a small house,” said 
Mr. Watson. The building measures 8 
feet by 12 feet and will be put up for sale 
for $1,200. All proceeds will go back into 

the class for supplies.
 The class instructs young peo-
ple to have skills needed in the world of 
carpentry and construction, as well as 
teaching the importance of safety, team-
work, and a good work-ethic.
 The young workers in the class 
are taught skills needed in the world of 
carpentry and construction, as well as 
teaching the importance of safety, team-
work, and a good work-ethic. 

Carpentry class constructs storage 
building.
By: Taylor Miller

Grainger High School’s Special Olympics bas-
ketball team was given the honor of traveling to 
David Lipscomb University in Nashville Ten-

nessee on March 1. They were ranked first in 
their division, competing against teams all over 
the state.

GHS Special Olympics win big at 
Nashvile tournament
By: Kaitie May
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 Grainger High School junior 
Alyssa Reed was given recognition for 
her Martin Luther King Jr. memorial es-
say during the Morristown Task Force 
on Diversity MLK Day Awards Break-
fast. Essay winners were honored with 
the opportunity to hear pioneer and 
champion of diversity Dr. Tina Sloan 

Green, who gave her inspiring speech 
centered on “God Don’t like Ugly.” 
 In cooperation with Citizens 
Tribune, Reed was one of two area 
high school contest winners receiving 
recognition and a $100 award. Alyssa 
is congratulated by Patrice Conway, 
Task Force on Diversity member. 

 Dedication was present when 
the Grainger Grizzly basketball team 
played hard through the 2013 season all 
the way to regionals. During the district 
tournament, the boys placed second after 
defeating South Greene and “the team to 
beat” Greenville, in the semi-finals. “We 
sent them home crying,” Robin Hodge 
said as she expressed how proud she was 
of the team. 
 The tournament ended when 
the Grizzlies lost to Chuckey Doak High 
School in over time. The final score was 

44-39. During the tournament, team 
members Baily Lamb, Cory Bates, and 
Logan Bates were named on the All-
Tournament Team. 
 The boys advanced all the way 
to the first round in regionals where they 
were defeated by Sullivan North High 
School. The team took fourth in their dis-
trict with 16 wins and 16 losses. While 
the boys basketball team made it far dur-
ing their run in many competing games, 
their perseverance shows to their fans 
that they have what it takes. 

Grizzly basketball 
goes far.

By: Micheal Emery

REED’s essay wins recognition.
By: Caleb Smith 
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 Grainger High’s own Grizzly Soc-
cer team, boys, started their season off with 
an amazing 9 to 0 win against Cumberland 
Gap on March 12th.
 The game started off with a goal 
by Lucas Wear, thanks to an assist by Clint 
Holt, a mere 13 minutes into the game. The 
first half was finished up by Will Clay with 
a shot in the very top center of the goal.
 The action started again in the 
second half after Clint Holt finished a 
heads at the back post off Lucas Wear’s 
corner kick. Hector Estrada followed soon 
after with another goal. Jon Massengill got 
a goal by quickly finishing a cross by Car-
los Esquivel by heading the ball right in the 
goal. Caleb Stubblefield finished a rebound 
while Zach Smith and Aaron Livingston 
contributed goals a swell to finish up the 
game. 
 Sadly though, the team couldn’t 
quiet pick up a win strike. Their game on 
March 14th ended with a score of 0 to 3 
with Morristown East being the victors. 
Though the team lost, the teams still gave 
an exciting game on several levels. One rea-
son for the excitement is being that many 
of the players are close friends. Several of 
East’s players played for Coach Wear when 
they were younger. Also, several of East’s 
players play with Lucas Wear and Will 

Clay in Lakeway soccer in the offseason. 
This game was more like a friendly game 
at home for our players. 
 Luckily though, the team came 
back with a triumphant return in March 
19th’s game against West Green with a 
score of 7 to 1. Clint Holt got the team 
started at the 8 minute mark when Hector 
Estrada crossed the ball from the far left 
and Clint Holt finished it. Clint Holt went 
to score the second goal around the 22 
minute mark with a header in the net after 
Carlos Esquivel popped a pass to the cen-
ter. In the second half, Will Clay quickly 
scored when he sent a pass from behind the 
center line to the forwards, but with help 
from the March winds, it became a goal as 
it was carried over the goalie’s hands. The 
night continued with goals scored by head-
ers when Rosario “Zero” Antonio passed 
the ball in the air as Aaron Livingston 
finished it. Carlos Esquivel continued the 
assault with a strong low shot after Zach 
Smith dropped it back to him in the mid-
field. Clint Holt grabbed a hat trick for the 
third when Jon Massengill crossed to him 
in the center. The final goal was scored off 
a corner kick by Lucas Wear as Hector Es-
trada finished it with a header. In all, the 
boys’ soccer team is off to a great start to 
the season. 

DECA student compete.

 Among the theme, dresses, 
and tuxes, there is one more crucial 
element to a successful prom: music. 
As the biggest school event of the year, 
prom must live up to a certain reputa-
tion of playing the hottest, most popu-
lar music on the charts. So, what can 
we expect to hear this year? 
 In late 2012, pop music made a 
significant appearance on the Billboard 
charts. Hits like “One More Night” by 
Maroon 5, “Locked Out of Heaven” by 
Bruno Mars, “Thrift Shop” by Mack-
elmore, and “Girl on Fire” by Alicia 
Keys took the U.S. by storm.
At the turn of the 2013, Justin Bie-
ber’s “A Beauty and a Beat” and Bruno 
Mars’s “When I Was Your Man” shot 
to the top. 
 Other popular songs include 
“Scream and Shout” by Will.i.am and 
Britney Spears, “Sweet Nothing” by 
Calvin Harris and Florence Welch, and 
“As Long As You Love Me” by, once 
again, Justin Bieber. 
 However, prom just isn’t right 
without slowing things down with a 
few love ballads. The ultimate shoe-
in this year is “Wanted” by Hunter 
Hayes, a country/pop song that stayed 
on the charts for 21 weeks. We can also 

look for the classics: “Just to See you 
Smile” by Tim McGraw and “Bless the 
Broken Road” by Rascal Flatts. 
 Undeniably, we will also see 
some songs that are rather outdated, 
with only a few fans helplessly hang-
ing on to its previous glory. These will 
most likely include “Gangnam Style” 
by Psy, “Sexy and I Know It” by LM-
FAO, and “Moves Like Jagger” by Ma-
roon 5.
 In addition, prom will un-
doubtedly deliver us with songs in-
volving some variety of line dance or 
pre-choreographed movement. “Cha 
Cha Slide,” “Electric Slide,” (each by 
various artists) and “The Cupid Shuf-
fle” by Cupid are perfect examples. 
 On the other hand, there will be 
several instances where students will 
have to break out their own moves on 
the dance floor. Kids will be display-
ing their abilities at freestyle dancing, 
and pulling snippets of moves from the 
dance fads over the past few months, 
including the “Harlem Shake” craze 
(performed by Baauer). 
 Given the current music trends, 
I believe we can trust that we will have 
a fun, energetic night of prom that will 
forever be a beautiful memory of our 
high school careers.  

What to expect 
at prom. 
By: Taylor Miller

Soccer kicks it up a notch.
By: Kalee Allen

 The JROTC department trav-
eled to Kentucky for a weekend of 
competition between the March 8 -10. 
 The drill team came in 24th 
out of 62 teams. This team consisted 
of Julia Johnston, Jonathon Woodard, 
Kenzie Gilliam, Allison Stansberry, 
Hope Byrd, William McCracken, Bran-
don Mullins, Matthew Slezak, Beverly 
Hughes, Jade Temple, Jared Temple, 
and Austin Williams. 
 The Exhibition team placed 
7th. Julia Johnston, Kenzie Gilliam, 
Allison Stansberry, Beverly Hughes, 
Jade Temple, Harmon Southerland, 

Matthew Slezak, Austin Dalton, and 
Austin Williams were all crucial ele-
ments to the team’s success. 
 The Color Guard (Thomas 
Boofer, Hunter Davenport, Ethan Al-
bright, and Cammie McMahan) scored 
728 out of a possible 900 points. 
 The Rifle team was composed 
of Jimmy Chipman, Dane Britt, Pres-
ton Byrd, and Brittany Laura. They 
placed 11th out of 19 teams. 
 Nick Denoia placed 6th in 
Drill, and Jonathon Woodard snatched 
11th place in IDR (Individual Drill). 

JROTC competes in Kentucky.
By: Taylor Miller

 On February 7th, Grainger 
High School’s DECA began the sifting 
process necessary to choose a candi-
date to represent the school in a state 
business and marketing competition in 
Pigeon Forge. 
 The team started by individual-
ly taking a business and marketing test 
online, and scores were given based on 
their work. As a final step in measur-
ing ability, the team traveled to Pigeon 
Forge to participate in role-playing 
scenarios. Again, they were scored in-
dividually on their performances. Fi-
nally, the two scores were averaged for 

each individual team member, and one 
was chosen to compete again in a state 
competition. Matthew Wilson, a senior 
this year, scored highest overall and 
was eligible for competing. 

By: Caleb Smith 
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What to expect 
at prom. 
By: Taylor Miller

By: Kaylee Allen
 
 March 22nd was certainly one 
of the most highly anticipated days of 
this school year. Grainger High School’s 
Beta Club hosted an incredible talent 
show filled with everything from wail-
ing guitars, to meaningful ballads, and 
even a hilarious monologue. Judging by 
the crowd’s reaction, the hard work and 
practice paid off as the show was a blow 
out!

BETA host talent show.
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Almost... The images below are almost 
the same. The differences are small. Can you 
find them? 

Ingredients (Makes 2 pounds)
1 pound white confectioners’ coating

1 pound jelly beans 

Directions
1. Line a jelly roll pan 
with waxed paper and set 
aside.
2. Melt the white confec-
tioners' coating in the top 
of a double boiler over 
just-barely simmering 
water, stirring frequently 
and scraping down the 
sides with a rubber spat-
ula to avoid scorching. 
Spread the melted white 
confectioners' coating 
onto the prepared pan. 
Sprinkle the jellybeans 
over the top.
3. Refrigerate at least 1 
hour or until firm. Break 
into pieces to serve.

EASTER EGG MAZE
Start Here

End Here
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OZ: The Great and Powerful 
Rated: PG 

Opening Weekend: $79,110,453
Worldwide Gross: $289,745,940      
Total Budget: $280,000,000

OZ: The Great and Powerful hung on the its first place 
position weekend even with new release from some big 
names opening in its mist. This movie is expected to gross 
close to the totals of Alice in Wonderland. 

The Call 
Rated: R

Opening Weekend: $17,118,745
Worldwide Gross: $22,015,396    
Total Budget: $37, 000,000

Although The Call exceeded expectations, it could not 
bump OZ off it’s number on seat in it’s first weekend. 
However, it did much better than past titles of the similar, 
but also had a more intense marketing scheme. 

The Incredible Burt Wonderstone

Rated: PG-13

Opening Weekend: $10,177,257
Worldwide Gross: $14,183,725     
Total Budget: $62,000,000

The Incredible Burt Wonderstone tanked in its first week-
end. This was the worst debut number set for big names 
Steve Carell and Jim Carrey. 

At the MOVIES   By: Kayci Long

Spring BREAK!
Have a great

Don’t forget to order your

2013 Yearbook. 
Yearbooks remain on sale. 
Order forms can be picked 
up in room 108 or order on-
line at yearbookforever.com.

Price changes go in effect 
after Friday, so order now 

and save money. 
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